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imported alcohol, is exacted from all English
brewers and distillers.'

It will be noticed that the commodities
chosen are, with the exception of petrol, widely
used consumption goods. They are not what
are usually called manufactured articles; and
they are not to any appreciable extent the raw
materials of other industries. They are fairly
easily identified by customs officials, and they
cannot easily be smuggled into the country "n
large amounts. Moreover it is easy in the
case of all of them to make the tax specific
and not ad valorem. A customs duty is
said to be * specific' when the commodity is
taxed so much per unit (per pound weight, or
per gallon); it is said to be ' ad valorem'
when the tax levied is a percentage of the
estimated value of the particular goods im-
ported. One seeming disadvantage of the
specific form is that it involves a relatively
heavier tax in the case of the poorer and
cheaper qualities, and therefore imposes a
heavier burden on the poorer consumers of
the goods than on the richer. This, in the
case of the English system, is, however, hardly
to be counted a drawback because, as was